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Why LOC-DB?

 Importance of citation data: literature research, bibliometrics

 Defaults of existing (commercial) databases:

• Focus on journal articles

• Insufficient coverage

• Restrictive conditions of use

• Lack of transparency

• Unsure quality

 Include citations into the cataloguing workflow in libraries?
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Project Goals

 Developing a software architecture and processes

• for a distributed semi-automated system allowing cataloguing

citations in libraries

• based on an open data model (OpenCitations)

• reusing existing data

• generating curated citation data of both electronic and print

media

 Assessing feasability and costs
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Cooperating Partners
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Architecture and Workflow

Regina Retter 5

LOC-DB 

Back End

Editorial System

Automatic

Reference 

Extractor
LOC-DB 

Instance 2

LOC-DB 

Instance n

Linked Open Data

Union Catalogs

Crossref

PDF WebPrint



Universitätsbibliothek Mannheim

LOC-DB Frontend
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Current state

Test material:

 Acquisitions in social sciences from 2011 

 Current acquisitions in social sciences from July 2017 on

Preliminary Results:

 Additional time needed on average

• Scanning: 3 m per book in the acquisition workflow

• Reference linking: 89 s per reference (decreasing with growth

of the database)

 6-12 fulltime equivalents necessary for cataloguing all 

citations in the social sciences in 2011
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Project information

https://locdb.bib.uni-mannheim.de/blog/de/

https://github.com/locdb/
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